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Party securely entrenched upon the property-owning
and religious classes.
The attempt failed, partly because there was not a
sufficiently large class of prosperous business men in
the towns, or of farmers in the country. Also the general
temper of the country would not brook such a smother-
ing of the hopes raised in 1931—hopes of autonomy in
Catalonia, of freedom from exploitation in the mining
districts, and of a redistribution of land in the villages.
There were two serious revolts, one in Barcelona, and
the other, which developed into a small war, in the
As tunas. The second, in October* 1934, was sup-
pressed with the most appalling brutality, and the help
of many thousand Moorish troops. In this upheaval
and in the war three years later, the finest and bravest
group of men in Spain, the Asturian miners, have been
practically wiped out, first by Moors, and then by
Italians and Germans.
The right-wing Government collapsed. There was a
revulsion of feeling against them on account of the
Asturian affair. It was intensified by their arrest and
imprisonment of many of their political opponents-
Senor Azana and Senor Largo Caballero were amongst
those who were detained without trial. Lerroux was
involved in a financial scandal and had to resign,. Above
all they alienated many people by an * economy cam-
paign * which caused great suffering. Though the
'traditional obstacles1 did not foresee the electoral
defeat of 1936, hoping that money would achieve more
than it did, they were obviously preparing for the possi-
bility of a new counter-revolution. The Ceda was never
more than nominally republican. It did not dare go
against the views of the great majority of Spaniards
of all classes, but its leaders were prepared to angle for

